
PRESS STATEMENT 

 

ZAMBIA TOURISM BOARD 

ZAMBIA IS  A SAFE TOURIST DESTINATION 

Zambia goes to the polls for its Presidential, Parliamentary and Local Government 

elections this month on 20th September 2011. 

 

Since the announcement of the campaign period by the President, H.E. Mr. R. B. 

Banda, and with several political parties contesting, there has been increased 

political debate and discourse especially in the media. This is a natural outcome of a 

democratic process.   

 

In the last few days however, we have noted a growing concern about the safety of 

potential visitors to Zambia during this period.  Indeed some of our cooperating 

partners have advised their nationals against visiting our country during the election 

period.  As a result, The Zambia Tourism Board has been receiving a number of 

queries from industry operators as well as potential tourists   seeking clarification 

and assurances concerning the travel alerts.  

 

As the institution responsible for marketing tourism, we would like to state that we 

are not aware of any threats, real or perceived that would warrant the cancellation of 

any travel arrangements by our treasured visitors.  Further, we do not anticipate any 

disruption to personal safety and property prior, during and after the polls because 

we firmly believe that our country has a clean history of conducting elections in a 

peaceful and mature manner. In addition, our political leaders have learnt to exercise 

responsibility and put the nation’s interests before their own even in their quest for 

victory. 

 

Since reverting to multi party politics in 1990, and prior to that, Zambia has held 

peaceful elections and has now widely been looked up to as a model within the 
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region and beyond.  Whenever there has been a change of Government, the transition 

and handover of Instruments of Power has been smooth and trouble free in all 

instances. 

 

 Zambia’s economy has been expanding with increased levels of foreign direct and 

domestic investment, higher output in agriculture and mining as well as other sectors 

of the economy.  The IMF recently re-classified Zambia as a lower middle-income 

Country, an achievement that entails that the Country is making steady socio-

economic progress.  We sincerely believe that all the political players and citizens 

will endeavour to safeguard these gains and the stability of the Country regardless of 

who wins the election. 

 

Tourism is one of Zambia’s three key economic sectors together with Mining and 

Agriculture contributing enormously to the economy and providing livelihoods and 

employment to hundreds of thousands of Zambians.  As was declared at the recently 

held International Peace Through Tourism Conference (IIPT) held in Lusaka -

Zambia, Peace is a prerequisite for a thriving tourism industry and ‘without peace, 

there is no tourism’.   

 

Our leaders are fully aware of this and it is an achievement we jealously desire to 

keep and safeguard. 

 

Zambians have always been known to be peace loving and in the end we believe 

Peace will prevail. It is our core value that binds us together as a nation – One 

Zambia One Nation.  

 

 

Once again, we would like to assure all those intending to travel to Zambia during 

this period and indeed at any other time that they are welcome and will be safe. 

In the meantime: 

 Zambia is currently receiving and hosting many thousands of tourists who are 

enjoying their holidays in peace; 
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 International airports, ports of entry, as well as our roadways remain open 

and will operate as normal before, during and after the polls; 

 The country is committed to safeguarding the peace and safety of its 

citizens and our treasured visitors; 

 As tourists, we see you as our tourism ambassadors, so we warmly 

welcome you; and 

 As our visitors, we would like to urge you that, as in any other part of the 

world, you take reasonable care in ensuring that you avoid any potential 

flash points. 

The Zambia Tourism Board is ready to warmly welcome all visitors to Zambia. 

 

LET’S   EXPLORE!  
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